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Summary

There are three regional systems for the protection of human rights;
namely, the African, Inter-American and European systems. This contribu-
tion provides a comparative overview of their salient features and focuses on
key procedural and institutional aspects of these systems.

Regional systems for the protection of human rights have become an
important part of the international system for the protection of human
rights, and a rich source of jurisprudence on human rights issues, also
on the domestic level. This contribution, taking the form of a schematic
exposition, attempts to make possible an easy comparison of the most
salient features of the three systems in existence today in terms of the
institutions involved and the procedures followed.' Except where other-
wise indicated, it sets out the situation in respect of the African, Inter-
American and European systems as it was at the end of 2005. The usual
order in which these systems are presented is reversed, to emphasise
that none of these systems necessarily sets the norm.

Where two dates are provided behind the name of a treaty, the first
one indicates the date when the treaty was adopted, the second the
date when it entered into force.
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This is an updated version of C Heyns, W Strasser & D Padilla ‘A schematic comparison
of regional human rights systems’ (2003) 3 African Human Rights Law Journal 76. We
would like to pay tribute to Wolfgang Strasser who recently passed away.
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